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DARWIN ERNST, SRA, AI-RRS
702 DESTA ST.
HAMILTON, MT 59840
E-MAIL: darwin@tekboys.com
PHONE: (406) 239-2222     
Darwin Ernst, SRA, AI-RRS 
	Current Employment 
	2026 
· Broker at Eickert Realty, LLC – MT license RRE-BRO-LIC-93021
· Sr. Commercial Review Appraiser at Mechanics Bank

	Qualifications
& Experience
	2025
· Sr. Commercial Review Appraiser at Mechanics Bank, formerly HomeStreet Bank
· Broker at Eickert Realty, LLC – MT license RRE-BRO-LIC-93021
· Certified Residential Appraiser licensed in MT, ID, & WA
· Chair of Region 1 and member of the Board of Directors of the Appraisal Institute
· City of Hamilton Councilperson representing Ward 3
· Governor for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors (BVBoR) on the Montana Regional 
Multiple Listing Service (MRMLS)
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Chair of the Trustees for the Bitterroot Valley Community College

2024
· Broker at Eickert Realty, LLC – MT license RRE-BRO-LIC-93021
· Certified Residential Appraiser licensed in MT, ID, & WA
· Vice Chair of Region 1 and member of the Board of Directors of the Appraisal Institute
· City of Hamilton Councilperson representing Ward 3
· Governor for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors (BVBoR) on the Montana Regional 
Multiple Listing Service (MRMLS)
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Chair of the Trustees for the Bitterroot Valley Community College

2023
· Broker at Eickert Realty, LLC – MT license RRE-BRO-LIC-93021
· Certified Residential Appraiser licensed in MT, ID, & WA
· Vice Chair of Region 1 and member of the Board of Directors of the Appraisal Institute
· City of Hamilton Councilperson representing Ward 3
· Governor for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors (BVBoR) on the Montana Regional 
Multiple Listing Service (MRMLS)
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Trustee for the Bitterroot Valley Community College



2022
· IDECC - 16 hours of Distant Education Instructor Training (CDEI ID is 71666)
· Developer for Appraisal Institute and Freddie Mac of 4 Hr synchronous CE on Community Land Trust Appraiser Training (Completed in 2022).
· Developer and Instructor for (ANSI-Z765 Standards for Calculating Square Footage of Detached Single Family Residential Homes - 2 or 3Hrs CE courses approved & taught via Zoom in CA, MT, WA, ID, OK, MI, AR, SD, ND, NV and WY) 
· Elected Councilor for the City of Hamilton MT, representing Ward 3
· MT Real Estate Broker License RRE-BRO-LIC-93021
· BVBOR-elected Governor of the MRMLS covering North, Central, and Western MT
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Chair of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Appraisal Institute – Elected Third Director, representing Region 1 
· President of the Foxfield Townhome Community Homeowners Association
2021
· Developer and Instructor for NorCal Appraisal Institute Fall Conference CE courses - 
(ANSI-Z765 Method Standard for Calculating Square Footage of Detached Single Family Residential Homes & Top Ten Appraisal Report Deficiencies.) 
· Co-developer of “How to value community Land Trust Properties in accordance with GSE guidelines” (3 Hours CE for MT Real Estate Appraisers - REA-CEC-REC-13976)
· MT Real Estate Broker License RRE-BRO-LIC-93021 obtained in 2021
· BVBOR-elected Governor of the MRMLS covering North, Central, and Western MT
· Member of the 2020 Z765 Square Footage Standard Update Committee (method standard
for calculating square footage of detached single family residential homes)
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Chair of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board 
· Chair of the Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute’s nominating committee
· Appraisal Institute – Representative from Region 1 elected to the National Nominating Committee (Charged with interviewing and nominating the next Vice President of the Appraisal Institute, the largest organization of real estate appraisers in the U.S.)
· President of the Foxfield Townhome Community Homeowners Association
2020
· BVBOR-appointed Governor of the MRMLS covering North, Central, and Western MT
· Member of the 2020 Z765 Square Footage Standard Update Committee (method standard
for calculating square footage of detached single family residential homes)
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Member of the local “BVBOR” Realtor’s Multiple Listing Service committee
· Chair of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board 
· Chair of the Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute’s nominating committee
· Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute – Immediate Past President & Chair of 
Nominating Committee
· Reviewer for Real Estate Appraiser Continuing Ed. Course developed by the Appraisal Institute: “Desktop Appraisals (Bifurcated, Hybrid) and Evaluations”
2019
· BVBOR appointed interim representative on the MRMLS Board of Governors
· Member of the local “BVBOR” Realtor’s Multiple Listing Service committee
· Member of the 2020 Z765 Square Footage Standard Update Committee (method standard
for calculating square footage of detached single family residential homes)
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Regional representative on Appraisal Institute’s Government Relations Committee
· Member of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board 
· President of Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Member of Education Committee - Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Reviewer for Real Estate Appraiser Continuing Ed. Course developed by the Appraisal Institute: “Appraisal of Manufactured Homes Featuring Next-Generation Manufactured Homes”

2018
· Member of the local “BVBOR” Realtor’s Multiple Listing Service committee
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Regional representative on Appraisal Institute’s Government Relations Committee
· Member of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board 
· President of Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Member of Education Committee - Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
2017
· Member of the local “BVBOR” Realtor’s Multiple Listing Service committee
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Regional representative on Appraisal Institute’s Government Relations Committee
· Member of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board 
· Vice-President of Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Chair of Government Relation Committee - Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
2016
· Received AI-RRS designation from the Appraisal Institute
· Chair of the City of Hamilton Montana Zoning Board of Adjustments
· Regional representative on Appraisal Institute’s Government Relations Committee
· Member of Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board 
· Vice-President of Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Chair of Government Relation Committee - Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
2015
· Regional representative on Appraisal Institute’s Government Relations Committee
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Secretary of the Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Chair of the Government Relations Comm. for Montana Chapter, Appraisal Institute
· Chair of the Technology Committee for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors®
2014
· Chair (Region 1) Government Relations Committee for the Appraisal Institute
· Secretary of the Montana Chapter of the Appraisal Institute
· Chair of the Government Relations Comm. for Montana Chapter, Appraisal Institute
· Chair of the Technology Committee for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors®
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Developed The Montana Appraiser Mentor-Trainee Course, REA-6089
2013
· Chair of the Technology Committee for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors®
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Chair of the Government Relations Comm. for Montana Chapter, Appraisal Institute
2012
· Chair of the Adjudication Panel for the Montana Board of Real Estate Appraisers
· Chair of the Technology Committee for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors®
· Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Chair of the Government Relations Comm. for Montana Chapter, Appraisal Institute
· Member of the International Relations Committee for the Appraisal Institute (National)
2011
· Chair of the Adjudication Panel for the Montana Board of Real Estate Appraisers
· Chair of the Technology Committee for the Bitterroot Valley Board of Realtors®
· Vice Chair of the Ravalli County Tax Appeal Board
· Leadership Development & Advisory Council (LDAC) participant
2010
· Chair of the Adjudication Panel for the Montana Board of Real Estate Appraisers
· Technical expert and original bill drafter for Montana Chapter 270, which is 
Montana’s Appraisal Management Company (AMC) regulation legislation
·              Leadership Development & Advisory Council (LDAC) participant
2009
· Chair of the Adjudication Panel for the Montana Board of Real Estate Appraisers
· Received SRA designation from the Appraisal Institute
· Expert Witness Testimony (Two Trials)
· Leadership Development & Advisory Council (LDAC) participant, which includes lobbying Members of the United States Congress on behalf of the Appraisal Institute supporting appraisal provisions within the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform & Consumer Protection Act.
2007
· Chair of the Adjudication Panel for the Montana Board of Real Estate Appraisers
· Subject Matter Expert (SME) for Applied Measurement Professionals
· Residential Appraiser Expert Witness for Federal District Court case 4:2007cv00 
Paulson v. Monsanto and MT Dept. of Fish, Wildlife, & Parks
2006 
· Chair of the Adjudication Panel for the Montana Board of Real Estate Appraisers
· Local Multiple Listing Service Technology Committee Member
2005
· Registered VA Appraiser
· Expert Witness Testimony Cause # DV-03-368/52
2003
· Registered FHA Appraiser
1998–1999      MT Cadastral Technical Advisory Team  Board Member
Member of the technical advisory team for MT Dept. of Administration (Montana GIS)

	Education
	2026      2026-27 7-Hour National USPAP® Continuing Education Course
2017-2025     2024-2025 7-Hour National USPAP Update Course, Appraiser's Guide to the New URAR, 2025 Lake Tahoe Conference, Impact of Short-term Rentals (on Real Property Valuation), Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain, and the Metaverse: Implications for Valuation, Inconsistency: It's Hiding in Plain Sight in Your Residential Appraisal --- Non-lender examples—Next level analysis, Valuation Overview of Accessory Dwelling Units, Business Practice & Ethics, Valuation Overview of Accessory Dwelling Units, 2022 AI Annual Conference-2 days., 7-Hour National USPAP Update Course 2022-2023; Desktop Appraisals (Bifurcated, Hybrid) & Evaluations; Norcal’s 2021 Annual Fall Conference; AI 2021 Annual Conference-2 days; Rural Area Appraisals: Freddie Mac Guidelines and Property Eligibility Requirements; Appraisal of Manufactured Homes Featuring Next-Generation Manufactured Homes; 7-Hour National USPAP Update Course 2020-2021; The Cost Approach: Unnecessary or Vital to a Healthy Practice?; Condemnation Appraising: Principles & Applications; The Appraiser as an Expert Witness: Preparation & Testimony; Q1 2019 Joint Region VII & I Meeting; 7-Hour National USPAP Update Course – 2018-2019, Real Estate Finance, Value, and Investment Performance; Lake Tahoe Seminar- October 19th, 2017 (7hrs) 
1999-2016  7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE, BUSINESS PRACTICES & ETHICS,  REVIEW THEORY-RESIDENTIAL, ESTATE APPRAISAL REQUIREMENTS; A TITLE LAWYERS PERSPECTIVE IN MONTNA FARM AND RANCH TRANSACTIONS; MT MENTOR/TRAINEE COURSE (INSTRUCTOR);  7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE; UNRAVELING THE MYSTERY OF FANNIE MAE APPRAISAL GUIDELINES; RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS PART 2: USING MICROSOFT EXCEL TO ANALYZE AND SUPPORT APPRAISAL ASSIGNMENT RESULTS, BUSINESS PRACTICES & ETHICS; APPRAISER INDEPENDENCE & MANDATORY REPORTING OF USPAP FAILURES; THE ART & SCIENCE OF DETERMINING APPRAISAL ADJUSTMENTS; REAL ESTATE AGENT, APPRAISER & MORTGAGE FRAUD,  7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE,  ATTACKING AND DEFENDING AN APPRAISAL IN LITIGATION; VALUATION OF GREEN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES; THE UNIFORM APPRAISAL DATASET FROM FANNIE MAE AND FREDDIE MAC; ADVANCED SPREADSHEET MODELING FOR VALUATION APPLICATIONS,  7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE; MORTGAGE FRAUD AND REAL ESTATE VALUATION; USING SPREADSHEET PROGRAMS IN REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS; VALUATION BY COMPARISON: RESIDENTIAL ANALYSIS AND LOGIC; FRAUD INVESTIGATION TRAINING, PART 2, SPONSORED BY THE APPRAISAL FOUNDATION: REAL ESTATE FINANCE, STATISTICS, & VALUATION MODELING; APPRAISAL CURRICULUM OVERVIEW (2-DAY GENERAL); INTRODUCING VALUATION FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING; BUSINESS PRACTICES AND ETHICS; FRAUD INVESTIGATION TRAINING, PART 1, SPONSORED BY THE APPRAISAL FOUNDATION; 7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE OFFICE BUILDING VALUATION: A CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVE; QUALITY ASSURANCE IN RESIDENTIAL APPRAISALS: RISKY APPRAISALS = RISKY LOANS;; MAINTAINING CONTROL: DEALING WITH CLIENT PRESSURE, APPRAISER; CONVINCING RESIDENTIAL APPRAISALS; SPOTLIGHT ON USPAP: HYPOTHETICAL CONDITIONS AND EXTRAORDINARY ASSUMPTIONS; THE ASSOCIATION OF APPRAISER REGULATORY OFFICIALS (AARO) 2007 FALL; 7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE; BUSINESS PRACTICES AND ETHICS; VALUATION FRAUD SYMPOSIUM; THE ASSOCIATION OF APPRAISER REGULATORY OFFICIALS (AARO) 2006 FALL CONFERENCE; APPRAISING FROM BLUEPRINTS AND SPECIFICATIONS; SUBDIVISION VALUATION: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO VALUING IMPROVED SUBDIVISIONS; ADVANCED RESIDENTIAL REPORT WRITING; ADVANCED RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS AND CASE STUDIES; FANNIE MAE REVISIONS AND THE APPRAISER; RELOCATION APPRAISAL IS DIFFERENT; THE PROFESSIONAL'S GUIDE TO THE UNIFORM RESIDENTIAL APPRAISAL REPORT (FNMA-2005); SCOPE OF WORK: EXPANDING YOUR RANGE OF SERVICES; PROFESSIONAL LAND CONSERVATION EDUCATION; GLOBAL POSITIONING TOOLS; 7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE; THE APPRAISER AS AN EXPERT WITNESS; LAND VALUES, LAND MANAGEMENT & INVASIVE WEEDS; THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED: SPECIAL PURPOSE PROPERTIES; APPRAISAL DATA TECHNOLOGY & DIGITAL REPORTS; DOES MY REPORT COMPLY WITH USPAP?; RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION; ONLINE FHA AND THE APPRAISAL PROCESS; 7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE; APPRAISAL REVIEW – RESIDENTIAL; REAL ESTATE DAMAGES: ASSESSMENT & TESTIMONY; REAL ESTATE FRAUD & THE APPRAISER'S ROLE; APPRAISER LIABILITY; APPRAISING THE ODDBALL: NONCONFORMING & DIFFICULT PROPERTIES; RADON CONTROL SYSTEMS; PARTIAL INTEREST VALUATION – DIVIDED;  7-HOUR NATIONAL USPAP UPDATE; DIRECT CAPITALIZATION; ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS; 110 APPRAISAL PRINCIPLES; MARSHALL & SWIFT VALUATION GUIDES 4.0; UNIFORM STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL PRACTICES (USPAP)
1982-1986          Concordia College           River Forest, IL
· Bachelor of the Arts with a major in Biology and a minor in Chemistry, Cum Laude honors.

	Interests &
Professional Organization Membership
	Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Fly-Fishing.

	
	Designated Member of the Appraisal Institute, Realtor®
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